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James and Ewa Powell scored the perfect
business model: improve an industry, benefit its

consumers, and even help the environment, all
while doing something they love




B CHARLOTTE HOWME It GASDEN

J match made in material hesven:

L8 mect Ewa Powell, a graphic designer,

and her hushband, James, n former

commercial interior deskgner who special
izea in fabric and furniture, Their company,
Modern Fabrics, rescues deslgner fabrics thas
are destined For the landfill and sells them
t consumers at discounted prices. “We're
abrle ter turn fabric around and pass the sav-
ings on 00 customeTs, who et rates o 1o75
PERoEnL bl orwe e et or wh::-h':i:ll.-:'_:-'.'i..'q:_"
says James, “1t's still mot cheap—burics alo
cheaper than what you would normally pay
for rI'.-:'wc-:';n:,n fabirics."

Jiast & fesar wears &go, Modern Fabrics '.'wgan
partnering with several reglonal contract
furmiture Sompanies who make customized
furniture for places like hotels, malls, offices,
arsd banks. The relationship: after furniture
is designed and fimved for a project by sxid
OO P 3, Modern Fabrics h1|;|.'-: theunused
raw materials, “The manufacturer always
crrerestimates, and about 30 040 percent of
the fabric becomes industrial waste, We've
carved out the business solely on reclaiming
and collecting on dhat estimate,”™ savs Powell,

Madern Fabrics carries fun and fancy fab
rica frosm :’|.'|.lulu|:l||: enanulacturess like Knoll,
Maharam, Designoex, and Kraver—fabrics
thar are diffsewle vo pick up as 3 general con-
sumier, cspeckally at a discounted price, with
out having to go throagh an interior designer
or archivect. Different from residential fur
miture extiles, these materials .1'.'|_':-|'I1:j,lh|,-r'
quality and more durable. Also, the designs
are wiually more contempornry,

Though the majority of sales stems from
thear Web site, moderm-fabrics.com, which
has been live since 2007, customers can now
witlk thraugh their 8, ecs-pquane-foot retail
shopin Sourh End. The stock, which changes
o A regular basgis, ranges from small sCraps
to thirty- b fifoy-vard pleces. “We are con
5-':3I'|l|:l-' g-'_'lli1|h:||.-|l.'1:|.'.'.-:'i|.':: there is o Wy
wecan immediately ger them all on the Web

sare, savs Powell. Since start i:ng the business,

the couple, each thirmy-three years old, esti-
mianes they ave diverted tens of thousands
of vards of fabric from regicnal landiills,
“The pamterns push the envelope o little
bit,"” adds Powell, “Typheally, Charloe ia
IMEIE OOMAErVaLe :lr'||J1r:|d5|iun:|l;7h.-c:p|-:'
are used to o certain neutral color palerre.
B mode and moe people want somethi g
frih, et hing bold, Chardotte is defi
nitely becoming more open 1o international
ii{'hi!.:;l._ .-1.r.'.'_|'.'-'-r|'|.'|n-:-:
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